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ANOTHER FORERUNNER OF WARBURTON'S COOK 

Professor Baskervill, in Modern Philology for May, 1915, sug- 
gested the possibility that Warburton in the famous story of his 
destructive cook was merely appropriating to his own purposes some 
such anecdote as that provided in the introductory matter to Naps 
upon Parnassus (1658). In a case of this sort, if we are to succeed 
in relegating Betsy to the limbo of folk-lore, there cannot be too 
many cooks. Here, then, is another, whose application of literature 
to life concerned, not pies, but, apparently, the singeing of fowls. 
In Henry Bold's Latine Songs, with their English: and Poems (1685), 
the occasional omission of the Latin and, in the case of the last 
two songs, of the English text is accounted for by the poet's father 
and editor in this way: 

Some again were very hardly recovered out of the hands of an illiterate 
welch Cook wench, who had designed to sacrifice them to the hoary Hen on 
the Spit, in which service two of these .... lost all their English Tongue. 
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